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History

Paris, 1972: MUMMENSCHANZ came into being thanks to the strong motivation of three young people who had lived an enriching period in the
sixties and undergone a three-year experimental practice in different disciplines.

The trio offered an alternative not only to Pierrot lunaire (the classical white-faced storyteller) but both to the refined white-faced narrative
pantomime (where all is left to the imagination of the audience) and to the expressiveness of the classical dance. So doing while using a modern
device, a new mask playing was implemented, regardless of the imbalance between the different trainings of the artists.

Followed ten years of experimental work and inventive research, and that downright passion for the comedy that got the young artists on stage
first at home then abroad, later on Broadway, performing a play from 1977 till 1979. They had by then reached the threshold that renewed
theatre groups cross.

Notwithstanding the death of Andres Bossard , co-founder and beloved friend, MUMMENSCHANZ continued to tour the world.

The years that followed Andres' early departure saw the emergence of more complete programms, the development of mask and playing
techniques, and the broadening of the repertoire. More than a hundred new numbers came into life that have not stopped to be acclaimed as
the most popularin the world.

The numerous requests for Mummenschanz shows and the particular requirements of the powerful American Theatre Trade Union prompted
the world tour that lasted five years (1999-2004), and needed a two-fold cast. The original troupe played in Europe, while specially trained
performers toured Northern and Southern America.

Since more than four decades MUMMENSCHANZ's non-verbal theatrical language has continued to develop independently of the contemporary
mask-theatre quintessence. The 'stories' told by MUMMENSCHANZ are merely visual. No musical tracking, no stage set. Only objects, mask-
objects; just bodies, object-bodies evolving against a black background thus composing a playful paralanguage that can be understood by all.



The most important
MUMMENSCHANZ tours since 2005...

- Australia: Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney

- Austria, Germany, Switzerland: several tours

- Brazil: Belo Horizonte, Brasilia, Curitiba, Rio de
Janeiro, Salvador, Sao Paulo

- Chile: Santiago

- China: Beijing, Hangzhou, Shanghai, Suzhou

- Colombia: Bogota

- Denmark: Copenhagen

- Ecuador: Quito

- Egypt: Alexandria, Cairo

- India: Bangalore, Chennai, Mumbai, New Delhi
- Iran: Teheran

- Ireland: Dublin

- Israel: Haifa, Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv

- Italy: Bologna, Milan, Piacenza, Rome, Trieste

- Jamaica: Kingston

- Netherlands: Nijmegen, Haarlem, Rotterdam

- New Zealand: Auckland, Christchurch, Napier,
Tauranga

- Scotland: Edinburgh

- Singapore: Singapore

- South Africa: Cape Town, Johannesburg, Pretoria,
Durban, Port Elizabeth

- South Korea: Seoul

- Thailand: Bangkok

- Turkey: Istanbul

- USA: Berkeley, New York, Philadelphia, Sarasota
- France: Paris

- Germany: Berlin, Bonn, Cologne, Hamburg, Munich
- Greece: Thessaloniki




MUMMENSCHANZ - Swiss theater




formation & Booking:

APM Sagl & Theater on the Lake Group
ies Management acting for Mummenschanz Theater S.
P.0.Box 4415 - 6904 Lugano — Switzerland
\ Office phone: +41 91 210 49 65

Ihternational booking: +41 78 707 74 88
SSIA & CSI booking : +7 926 735 24 40
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